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WITH DOUG ZIEGLER AND TED NEITZKE

“‘3\’9 will ask evaryone to get
| involved, whether it's a gmalk
donation or a large one.”

Teaming up to keep United Way strong

Doug Ziegler might not beat California
Chrome in a foot race, but the 87-vear-old is
completing a Triple Crown of his own, Ziegler
has been named honorary co-chairman of the
2014 United Way of Washington County’s fund-
raising campaign for the third time. Ziegler will
assist Ted Neitzke, the 43-year-old West Bend
School District superintendent and a firsi-time

campaign leader.

Last year, United Way of Washington County
raised a record-breaking $1.23 milliory ~ and
the co-chairmen hope 1o top it this year. They
have no choice if they want to meet the grow-
ing community need, both said. According to
last year's audit, 82.2 percent of funds raised in
the campaigr were spent on community proj-
ects, with 17.8 percent covering overhead
expenses, said Kristin Brandner, executive

director.

Zieglerand Neitzke talked to Daily News cor-
respondent Jill Badzinski about the campaign
and why they got involved.

Daily News: You are both

very busy peeple. Why did

wou decide ta steprup on this
campaign?

Ted Neitzke: { acteally
tried to coms up with svery
reason [ could to not do it
because I am busy Then
Doug told me that they had
cheirmen linied up for com-
g years, but needad some-
ans for this year When he
said he would conhaly with
me, 1 signed right on for the
chanes i worly with him.
Plus, as-a dad, T vy to teach
my kids 4 help others
mstead of foous on them-
selves s 1 figared T showld do
that, too. B wouldn't set a
good example if 1 focused on
mysell and said P too busy

Doug Zegler: T'was glad
1o zeeppt the responsibility
The first time T chaired the
United Way campaign was n
1565, when [ was the sole
chairman. In 3887, [ co-
chaired  with my wife
{Bharon). Now I'm working
with Ted. In 1897, my wife
and [ were the first co-chalrs
to raise more than o million
‘bucks. This vesr we are aim-
ng for 1.3 (million doliars).
That rpally hasn't gone ‘up
too mueh in sl those years so
Frrconfident we can do it

DN Bid the two of you
have a geod relationshif
prior by this?

TN: T had gotten-to kneow
Dong when he was on the
Schoot Bosrd. Sometimes he
sapperted me; other times he

me. He hag bean
guistly ‘mentoring me for
many years and 1 have
learned so much from him.
Deng is a local legend, There
was noway Lwould passona
chanps to work side by side
with him.

DZ: We have gotien to
know one another dnd [ see
him rbgularb’ but this is our
first real joint effort. Ted isa
wery, very valusble asset to
our eommunity He has
ineredible encrgy snd o witl-
ingnesy to take on assign-
ments ke this even though
he is alisady very busy

DN: Are you excited
ahout the multl-generational
nature of this leadership
team?

TN: Absohiiely Bomeonse
lnoked gt the photo and said
Douglonkard a lot u%derﬂnm i
am — which he ! Doug is
morg than 20 yedrs older
than my dad. But he is so
smart and so sharp and so
committed and enthusiastic.
He has alréady lead two
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Tod Neitzke, eft, and Doug Ziegler are honorary co-chairmen of the 2014 United Way of Washington County’s

fundralsing campaign.

United Way campaigns as
well as meny others. He
knows how to do this. [ bring
what [ have learned and a lot
of sithusiasm, plas [ hring
my phone — which T will use
fn shoot videos and really
bring social media to this
campaien. We will work well
together.

DZ: It is bmportant to
always confinue to develop
new communily leaders, bat
our primary job on this cam-
paign is to forus on United
Way and help it meet Hs goal.
I 'have always heen very sup-

fted Way
‘because it provides fimds for
many of the nonprofits i
o vounty I think it is very
importard to Keep it strong

and allow it 1o keep on sefv-
ing those srgenizations that
rely on the fanding.

DN: What about TInited
Way appsals 10 you?

TH: Iy eves were openpd
during the West Baend
Chamber leadership pro-
gram's human service éﬁy o
how many orgamizations
receive funding from Tnited
Way, dhnost every nonprofit
agency we visited that day
Highlighted that they re-reive
fundsfrom United Way, Lreal
ized the broad scope and
impact that United Way has
11 Er CommnTiity,

D United Way programs
have such o wide reach.
Almnst evaryone in the cotin:

ty gither uges & program that
is supparted by United Way
or knpws someone who does,
You don't find that kind of
rachofien.

DN: What is your strategy
foi resching the goal?

TNy We'will ask svervone
to getinwnlved, whether s a
small dongtion or 8 bargs ons,
Everyone can make a coniri-
buation 16 help keep our com:
ity stiong I think that is
sumething that peopls will
want o do, particatarly if we
czn engage them and let
them know that thay have an
ability fiymake a difference,

DZ: Our strategy is to tar-

get the organizations that
have not supported United

Way in the past — to go for
employes contributions and
corperate gifte [ think there
i8 Tore capacily o support
this

Beyond that, we nesd to
remind people that we all
have an obligation to give
hack to the communitn
Whether it is five dollars or
five hundred dollars, we all
have the ability o help in
somé way. Peopls want to
know that they have done
something to help; and a
small domation to the United
Way can do that.

Plus we are starting our
campaign early this year We
devided not to wait umtil
Septenther but 1o get started
right now.
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